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he uisaion sturted arcund 3 P on the llth of April = ny bird was om
primary and Fits®' was on buckup. A company of 1lst division treopers had been
hit Ly light sniper fire and then got caught by same sup ort artillery when
they called in the heavy stuff to eliminate the snipers. Altogether they
had § a 10 critically wounded litter cases and around 15 ambulatory cases.
The; were in heavy jungle with the trees topping out at around 175-200
fest, and the nearest clearing for a heli pad was around A miles away. O
bh-dé are the only ones in this whole area with hoists - 8o 32th sent us out
to get tiiom. ‘ .
¥y btird went in for the lst load -v-moablctodropdwnin.ndl/
hole to around 100 feet from the ground. We made one stokes litter plakup
and then moved away to allow the backup bird to go in. thile they made the
2nd pitter pickup, I transfered the guy we had fran the stokes to a folding
1itter, and then w: dropped back into the hole for ancther litter pickup.
Two guys made & full load for us and for some resason Fits elected to pick
up just the one, 80 both birde flaw to e ssall airstrip located arcund 8
xiles from the bole (the strip wes called BIFE EA = located around 20
miles Wi of Vung Tau ou the coast).
‘We unlosded our patients at a suall receiving hospital there, and then
desided to send both Pds down to sta 4t the Army out on our chain saws to
try and get an area cut out big snough to set down in. Tast experience

(this was our 20ih operation like this since last October) bas also showed

us that the loading process is much faster with a J on the ground to help

organize things. ie can only maxe 2 littes.sdrvrrs per flight using our
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Stokes litters, but if the less severaly wounded are capabls of riding the
penetrator up we can get 4=5 a flight. wwocodmhtoundnmt
doawn (Lf there are more than a ocouple o loads of casulties), get things
organized, and then have his come back up on a 2 man penstrator pickup.

My bird had to re~fuel so Pits and crew went back to the hole first
and Pits rode the penstratar down. He didn't take toe saw down, 30 must have
desided against trying to cut a lsrger area out. e sent a stokes litter
cass up to his bird, axd from here on we tmsied to ! sep a regular shuttle
going, C(ne birll waking pickups while the other was drop ing off patients.
His bird could only take on ne litter case at a time (the KM osn only
handle one Stokes litter patient without the PJ aboard to assist) so thay
made the ome pickup and flew out far the drop off point (5 nirmtuvush
wy).

Pits had things going real smooth on the ground, so I stayed in xy bird
%0 help the HY, We picked up two litter cases ard retwrned to the strip.
Pits bird was refueling, 8o we returned to the hole. W«e made another litter
pickup and then Fits signaled for the penstrator. Inetead of caming up
witl: one of the wounded, he put two on the penstra'or, even though they
ware pretty badly hit, We assumed that he was waiting for his own bind
to retwrn snd go up to them - but we'll never know for sure. Ths other
Wird was waiting above the hole, so we zoved out with our three wounded and
thay went in.

They started to send g stokes down, but Fits signaled for the penstrator
instead. There were still a couple of litter cases on the ground, nlus
a dozen that ocould ride the penetrator up, sc I think he plarmmed to come
up and then hilp the M with the two litter cases. The HM placed the
penetrator inside of the litter since the litter was already outside of the
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doar, and started them both down. The litter was arcund 10' from the ground
and FPits was Just resching for it when 2 SO‘qucr automatic weapons cut
looss at the bird fram the opposite side. The bird recéived $ hits =~ no one
was bupt but one or two of the hits did quitse a bit of damage. A round tore
through a bundle of wires and caused the throttle control to jaa in the wide
open position, throwing max power to the engine. They also lost pertial
rudder contral amd had some other touchy problems. The bird surged foreward
amd up - the pilet couldn't do a thing but hang on and ride it cut. The litter
started drogging through trees and hanging up, so the ¥ oalled for a out

to ke:p the bird fpam being pulled down.. Luckily, no one was om the hoist,
80 they were able to get free and escape from the hole.

We were halfway to the strip with our load of putisnte when we received
word that the backup bird had becn hit. e thought tha' they had gone down,
80 we dropped down and unloaded our patisnts and then bugged back to get the
crew. They were still staying airhoarne, so we ascorted them down and then
returned to the hale Lo get its and aore wounded.
¥ Up to this time the area was sup;osedly "secure” = with 3 cozpanies
holding it. We tried to go im but the PAC ordered us away fram the hode to
enable our artillery to cover it md knook off opposition around it, We
found out later that VG mortar rounds were welking in while we were making
pickups, and they had Just serced in on the area when the 30 ¢als out locee
and sprayed our bird. The VC mortar was eliminated, but the guys on the
ground started drawing sniper fire again. ¥e stayed in an ortit near the
ares, waiting for things to quist down so we could go back in, By this time
(5330 or 67¥) a "B" model from Saigon had joined us to replace our downed
bird. ‘e stayed there until 8130, ready to go in for pickups in the dark by
then. Sometime about then the guys on the ground called in ocur artillery
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right on top of themselves =~ and the FiCs sent us hame for the night.

We still didn't have any idea of what was going on at the spot, but
we wors all set to return at daybresk and continue the plckups and get Pits
back. A "P" model from Binh Thuy (down south) wes on the way t o as«ist also.
Wo received a call from the Army and 38th early in the morning tekling us that
a LZ had been cleared during the night and that Army choprers were goirg
in to zet everyuns out at onee. e didn't find out until around 9 that the
LZ wasn't cleared and the two birds went back (the second being Binh Thuy's).
Ouwr m=coming alert crew rejlaced mine, 50 O'Reirne went out as the PJ om
this wne, backed by FPillwood from Binh Thry on the other. O'Bsirme and crew
arrived in the area, but or fighters were still blasting the swrrounding
area,1s0 they had to go into an orbit neardy. The army set off a few
dynsmite blasts at the pickup point to clear tress for an LI and then they
desided to send in an Arwy CGHA7 Chinook first. It couldn't get in because of
its sise, 50 then the army called im our 43.

They went in and managed to go all of the wayd own.. O'Beirne loaded 3
eriticslly wounded on and then had to stay on the ground while they flow the
wounded out. Hifk started coming in to help carry out the wounded, and a CHA?
finglly made it in too. A Usd cuptain told )'Beirne that Pits had got it
the night before and showed him where Pits was laying. Up until thie time
we all thought tha' Pits was okey = we received a fasle report from the Army
after the VC had been pushed away the night befors that they had moved to
a dirferent spot and that Iits was atill okey. O'Bsirne Wm
evacuate the wounded, in fact he pretty well ran the show since most of the
Arny guys wers just standing around like they were lost. §'Beirne would locate
a wounded trooper, call far stretcher bearers to carry him to the choppers,
and got every one else busy locking for wo.nded and carrying them out,
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After 30-40 minutes, they had all of the wounded ott and our bird pioked
up O'Beirne and returned to Blen Hoa with the bad word adout Pits.

They flew two wounded over to the 93rd Field Hospital nesr hsmwe, and
as it tumed out both of them (A Lt. and & S5Sgt) were with Pits the whole
tise including béing right biside him when he was hit. The Sergeant's story
8908 something like this. ‘

They were making a 3 coapany push, staying fairly close together, when
his compeny started receiving sniper fire. Six of their guys were hit so they
called in swpart artillery to eliainute the sniper fire. The first rounds
cane in a little far to one side 30 they asked far a carrection. Infortunately
sausonie corrected the wrong wey and a few rounds fell near the compeny. This
is where they received their casulties ard we were called in. Béfcre they
called us, the ares was declared "secure” again and they had a peremiter
defense set wp.

B.luid that Pits came down the hoist and stupbed helping them with
the hoist losding, rlus Pits worked on the wound=d in betumen hoist loads.
He kept on going strong up to the time that the bird received the 30 cal.
fire. The fire came from pretty close, 8o ii's my feeling that their
porimiter defence was pretty thin,

at this time the sniper fire started agein, ip fact a few rounds had
bacn direct'd at the 43 before the heavy autcaatice cut loose. Pits saw
the bird drag the litter through the trees and take off, and the litter
must have remaindd in their sight. Fits wanted to go out and get it
back since it wond be needed when the birds returned, or at least when
the other cne came back in. The Aimy Lt. wouldn't let “its take the
risk of getting hit climbing up to get the litter, ard he desided to

move out Lo another location, ca rying the remaining litter cases eith
r “
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them. FPits was rumning arcund treating the wounded ard organizing the
cutting of litter poles ect. st this time. They started out with r'its

hel; ing carry one of the litters, but only got arvund 20=30 yards when
the VC opened up on them..

The Sgt estimated they were hit by sround 300 hard core VC. They had
positioned themselves in trees with 30 cals and had at lewst 2 50 cals up |
there scmawhere 400, He didn't know how many were in the trecs, but they
wmkcoxghtiuhoavrmkmbothabm.'ndmthopomd. In his
worde, "The lesd was flying o thick that if you stuck up yowr hand it
would have boen shot to pisces.” lost of the army tro ops had Mlis and were
firing in full automatic since they couldn't see the VC, Fits had his 116
plus his .38, but he spent most of his tize at this point eramling a:ound
gathering clips of somo from the dead and wounded ard passed it arouwd to
the Arny trocps. After doing this far awhile, he gathered up arcnd 20
M6 claps or 80 and started shooting back himself, The Sgt didn't know
how long 7its was returning fire tefore he was hit, but did notice that
Pits was one of the few firing on semi-~autamatic, 80 he figuret that "its
could seo a few of thems., Alittle later he noticed that Pits wesan't moving
anymore, indic.ting that he had beon hit herd instead of being ‘ust wounded.

Pits was wearing his flack vest and had & hard helmet (he borrowed cne from
ne of the guys we picked up - but the best didn't stop anything. e had
becn hit 4 tines as far a8 we could find out. They called support artillery
right in on their own position and the VC pulled out a-ound 8130 P, Pits
was hit scmewhere around 7130, just baefare it got campletely dark. There
were 8 guys in Fits' little group in the heavy fighting ~ 2 made it out,

That 1s about everything 1 know atout the speration. Ve have lost a
good friend and he was one of the best FJ's in the game. I dan't think



